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elusion of Talleyrand from all negotiations. The use of
the "confidential approach" was accompanied by a skill-
fully concerted attempt by the'Allies to isolate the French
delegation with its platform of the law of nations which
Talleyrand had brought up before the whole Congress.
The Spanish delegate was accused of ingratitude because
he went too often to see Talleyrand. The Bavarian King
confided to his intimates that he did not dare see as much
of the ambassador of the French King as he desired. The
small states were forced to make their visits to him in
secret. The Allies were seeking desperately to reach an
understanding among themselves, sheltering from the
opinion of Congress, the law of nations, revived by France,
and the objections of the latter's formidable spokesman.
Castlereagh had already, on October 4, sent a memoran-
dum to the other three Allies, in which the Polish claims
of the Czar were firmly and irrevocably rejected as con-
trary to treaties, preposterous, and dangerous for Europe.
The treaty signed on June 27, 1813, between Austria,
Prussia, and Russia had stipulated that the Duchy of
Warsaw be partitioned among the three Allies. How, then
could the Czar, after signing such a treaty, dare to daim
the whole of the Duchy of Warsaw? Castlereagh did not
delay in answering that question, stating that the Czar
had not seriously studied the matter and had acted un-
consciously.
Since, therefore, it is understood that the measure is con-
trary to treaties, the situation takes on an even more serious
aspect. For His Imperial Majesty, on examining the facts,
must see that the policy which he has been induced to follow
is a denial of the faith of his solemn engagements. Over and
beyond the plan proposed by His Imperial Majesty to per-
suade Prussia and then Russia to join in fighting for the cause
of Europe, was the fact that the time had come when "treaties
would no longer be truces, when they could once more be
observed with that religious faith, that sacred inviolability on
which depend the respect, the strength, and the preservation